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What is likely to influence the shape of LEADER/CLLD?

•EU target to reduce emissions at least by 40% by 2030

•Role of cities, regions, civil society: to step up efforts to reduce emissions, build resilience and decrease
vulnerability to adverse climate challenges

COP 21

•2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, e.g. good health and well being, reduced inequalities, affordable & 
clean energy, climate action, responsible consumption and production, sustainable cities and communities

•Apply to all countries at all level of development

UN Sustainable Development Goals

•Five scenarios – glimpse into the potential state of the Union by 2025 in view of a wide-ranging discussion

•Sets out the main challenges and opportunites for Europe in the next decade

•To restore trust, build consensus and create a sense of belonging

White Paper on the future of Europe

•From controls of compliance towards focus on results and performance

Budget focussed on results

•Recommendations to improve uptake of simplification measures for 2014-20 and post-2020 e.g.

•On use of SCO, gold plating, cross-cutting audit issues, streamlined, more effective shared-management (incl. 
strengthening tools for integrated urban solutions ITI, CLLD), options for post-2020, unified rules for ESIF

High Level Group on Simplification
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What is likely to influence the shape of LEADER/CLLD?

•A better life in rural areas

•Territorial role of CAP, rural urban linkages, societal challenges, digital divide, demography and youth drain, 
sustainabilty

•Performance and accountability, enhance rural governance, restore and strengthen the trust in the LEADER 
method

Cork 2.0 Declaration

•Role of communities in RD should grow, get conditions allowing to focus on their animating role

•Improve the efficiency of LEADER/CLLD and quality of its implementation

•Selection and approval of cooperation projects to be done by LAGs

•CLLD to be managed by a single coordinating body at a MS or regional level, a CLLD committee to be set up on 
the EU level

ELARD Tartu Declaration

•Territorially sensitive, based on the needs and potentials of the respective territory and strategy-led, supported 
by new or existing territorial strategies

•Good governance and citizens involvement, e.g. e-basic services, innovative solutions for environmental 
concerns, circular economy application to agri-waste, smart specialisation

Smart villages initiative

•Public Consultation (app. 322 000 contributions from all MS, incl. 1417 position papers)

•DG AGRI analytical work – Communication

•Conference

Modernisation and Simplification of the CAP
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Some quotes

"Europe cannot be naive and has to take care of its own security (…)" (White Paper)

"Europe cannot afford to lose the most educated age group it has ever had and let generational inequality condemn its
future." (White Paper)

"Making Europe's economy more inclusive, competitive, resilient and future-proof will be no less demanding in the
years ahead." (White Paper)

"Subsidiarity should be better applied in the implementation of ESI Funds leaving it to programme authorities to verify
the respect of national rules.(…) Member States should make full use of the simplification options provided in the
new period and refrain from gold-plating (…)." (HLG)

"ESIF legislation package should be streamlined to a coherent package of regulations and further harmonised to
ensure one set of clear rules for all funds. (…) the requirements applicable to ESIF should be aligned as far as
possible with other funds and centrally managed programmes (…)." (HLG)

"Fostering trust among those who are controlled and those who control or audit them, (…) increasing clarity of rules
and legal certainty, ensuring (…) proportionality and more reliance on national systems will not only help
beneficiaries (…). But enhanced audit and control should also result both in lower error rates and better focus on
results, improving performance of interventions." (HLG, repot on cross-cutting audit issues)
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Quotes (2)

"Building on the success of LEADER and the EIP, bottom-up and locally led initiatives should be rolled out to
mobilise rural potentials." (Cork 2.0)

"Industry, researchers, practitioners, knowledge providers, civil society and public authorities must work
closer together to better exploit and share opportunities arising from scientific and technological progress"
(Cork 2.0)

"The concept of Smart Villages refers to rural areas and communities which build on their existing strengths
and assets as well on developing new opportunities." (EU Action for Smart Villages)

Vision for LEADER by 2025: "There is a strong trust between stakeholders throughout the delivery chain.
LAGs have the capacity to involve the passive actors (…) and measure the added value of their work (…).
MS are able to design a single CLLD source of funding from the various ESIF and implement it under one
coordinating body following one unique set of rules at the EU level". (ELARD declaration)
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Stepping stones

CAP 
stakeholders 
conference 
[July 2017]

State of the 
Union Speech 
[September 

2017]

Commission 
Communication 

on 
Modernisation 
of CAP [end 

2017]

First 
conclusions on 
the future of 

Europe, 
European 

Council  [Dec. 
2017]

European
Parliament

elections [June
2019]

End of the
College of 

Commissioners
mandate 
[2019]

Brexit [April 
2019???]

Multiannual 
Financial 

Framework 
[???]
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Let's be realistic!

Demand the impossible!

8


